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From the Chapter Directors:
Greetings Chapter-E!
It’s hard to believe that it’s already December– and our Christmas
Party will be here in less than TWO WEEKS! If you have not sent in
your RSVP to Rhonda Weed, please take the time to do so right
away!

Chapter Directors:
Don & Rhonda Weed
(864) 304-1292
ScChapterE@gmail.com
Assistant Directors:
Jimmy & Susan Kruse
Membership
Enhancement
(Events & FUN):
David Thompson
(864) 551-3890
&
Rhonda Weed
(864) 304-1292

This year’s Party is bound to be FUN– there will be something for
everyone. Food, laughs, gifts, clowning around and even some
“guess who this is” pictures! Remember– our party is open to other
GWRRA members AND Visitors as well– just be sure to get with
Rhonda Weed as we need to give a final headcount NO LATER
THAN December 10th!
As 2017 comes to a close, we look back on the many activities that
we’ve all enjoyed and shared over the course of the year. WOW,
what a time we’ve had!!!
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PARTICIPATION IS KEY!
Reminder: This year’s Christmas Party COST will be based upon your Chapter Gathering
ATTENDANCE from February-November. Every Chapter-E Gathering you attend is helping
you to reduce your cost.

We would like to invite EVERYONE, including YOU, to join us for our Weekly Visitor’s Dinners
(Tuesdays, Meet at 6, Eat at 6:30). Information and Location of Visitors Dinners (and various
planned rides or activities) can be found in the weekly Entertainment & News emails, on our
Website Calendar, or our Facebook Group Page (as can many other events, photos, and shared
moments of fun).

The “Chapter-E Entertainment & News” and will contain ride info, news, events, and FUN!!!
These (emailed) Announcements will come directly from one of the two Chapter Email
addresses listed below (on or about THURSDAY evening of each week):
scchaptere@gmail.com or mec4sce@gmail.com
If you have something you would like to see go out, please send it in to one of these addresses.
This is VERY important. The event must be on the Chapter schedule, Calendar, or sent out
from the Chapter!

CHRISTMAS PARTY &
“Get Together” Reminder:
The FUN starts at 6:00pm on
Saturday, Dec 16th at
Autumn Trace Clubhouse,
202 Saybrook Rd.,
Simpsonville, SC 29681

We hope to see all of you there!

Working with you to make our
Chapter the BEST it can be!
-Rhonda and Don Weed,
Chapter Directors
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Cruising with the Kruses:
Happy Holidays to all of our GWRRA friends and family. We wish you a season filled with peace and joy.
Recently we had an opportunity to participate in the 15th annual Harley Davidson of Greenville Toys for Tots
event.
There were thousands of motorcycles and it was exciting to see all the various bikes, decorations and so very many
toys. The children of the Upstate will be blessed this Christmas with special gifts from so many.
As this will be our last article before stepping down from our duties, we want to wish all of you a safe , healthy and
very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
Susan & Jimmy Kruse
Assistant Chapter Directors
Feb. 13, 2016—December 31, 2017
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From the MEC Corner:
Its ALL about the FUN!!!
864-551-3890

864-551-3890

864-551-3890

PARTICIPATION IS KEY
Please note- above is my cell phone number. I really need to hear from each of you. I would
love to have your input. Here we are at the end of my first year in GWRRA, and my first partial
year as MEC, and I have not heard from any of you. While this is my office to fulfill, I feel that
my job, as well as this Chapter, would be made better with the input of it’s participants (YOU).
I would appreciate your input as to what you would like to do, what you would like to see,
where you would like to go, what times you would prefer to ride, etc. Any input of any kind
would be greatly appreciated. I simply want to do all I can to make this Chapter the most fun
it can be for all our participants. I can’t speak for the rest of you, but as for myself, I am having
an absolute BLAST! PARTICIPATION IS KEY!! Any time I speak of or hear anything about
PARTICIPATION, I immediately think of Tom Plesser. Tom is the guy that rides the Spyder
and is at EVERY Chapter function. He gets it. The next time you see Tom, just ask him if he is
enjoying his GWRRA membership. His answer will be a resounding YES!! Why?
PARTICIPATION! I challenge any of you to find a more active GWRRA member. Now, I
understand that not every member can attend every event, even Tom has missed a few- very
few. My point to all of that is this- Please, PLEASE try to be a more active participant. I have
heard it said at Church, in my Masonic Lodge, and several other organizations I have been a
part of that “You will get out of it what you put into it!” I totally disagree- I personally
believe that more activity will equal more fun, but, for me, the rewards far exceed the input.
Have you ever gone on a toy run? WE have done several already this year, with more to come.
As a parent and a caring adult, I can honestly say there is nothing quite like going on a toy ride,
and seeing small children as well as adults all along the route smiling, waving, and applauding
us as we go by. It’s as if they realize, as I do, that every bike they see represents at least one toy
that some child is going to receive who might not have gotten one otherwise. Let that sink in a
minute! WOW- to me that is one of the greatest feelings ever, and more than enough of a
reason to get out and PARTICIPATE. Read your Chapter E-mails, call myself or Rhonda, find
out about our next ride or dinner and plan to be there! We normally have a good meal and a
ton of fun. And, no cooking or clean-up afterwards!! That’s a plus. Sounds like a good place
for a New Year’s Resolution to me!
Have all of you signed up for our Christmas party, yet? If not, you only have until December
10th to do so. The party is on December 16th and we will eat at 6:30p. We plan to enjoy a great
meal, some good fellowship, and have a lot of fun. If you have not signed up yet, I urge you to
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From the MEC Corner:

PARTICIPATION IS KEY!
Please do so at your earliest convenience. Please see your E-mail invitation for details about
gifts, as we are doing the secret Santa this year! As usual, all are welcome- children and adults
alike. But, December 10th is the strict cut-off, as we have to give the caterer a count. We are
going to have ham, turkey, dressing, gravy, cranberry sauce, macaroni and cheese, mashed
potatoes, green beans, sweet potato soufflé, several desserts, tea, and coffee. If you would like
to bring anything, please feel free to bring any favorite dish or dessert, or soft drinks
(preferably cans). This will be a very casual dinner with dessert afterwards with hopefully a
lot of fun and games to follow. Please try your very best to attend.
In the meantime, make the most of the gorgeous weather we have been having. Give that bike
(or whatever transportation mode you prefer) a good safety going-over, and get out there and
ride. Windshield time is a great therapy, and one of the best ways known to enjoy some of
God’s beauty we are so Blessed with in this area. Do not waste it.

BE SAFE- NO RIDE IS THE BEST IT CAN BE, UNLESS
YOU RETURN SAFELY WITH EVERYONE YOU LEFT
WITH!!

Submitted By: David Thompson, MEC

GWRRA Membership Renewal Reminders for December:
Becky Landreth
Tom Mihalic
Ken Rader
Frank & Polly Wells

12/2017
12/2017
12/2017
12/2017

Please remember to check your Membership Card for your Anniversary Date –
and make sure your membership is current!
-David Thompson & Rhonda Weed
Membership Enhancement Coordinators
”We’re all about the FUN”!
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From the MEC Corner:

PARTICIPATION IS KEY!
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Birthdays & Anniversaries:
December BIRTHDAYS:
Jaxon Burns
Geoff Halton
Becky Lees
Ron Lees
Vickie Sargent
Mike Robertson
Jackie Dunigan
Frank Wells

12/11
12/15
12/18
12/18
12/23
12/24
12/27
12/30

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES:
Lyle & Donna Watson
Ken & Vanna Taylor
Tim & Miriam Hormell

12/10
12/18
12/19

GWRRA ANNIVERSARIES:
Maghan Spooner 12/11/00 (17 Years)
Frank Gerdin
12/02/02 (15 Years)
Charlotte Parker 12/03/14 ( 3 Years)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Goodie Store:
Who has lost or misplaced a pin or patch? We have a lot, so we might have what you need!
What’s NEW in GWRRA or SC-E patches, pins and rockers? Ask me!
What do we keep in stock? Two each of the most common GWRRA patches (both color
choices), misc patches, SC hanger pins & Chapter E bars and two different styles of pin locks.

Want something sooner ? Call Rhonda Weed at: 864-304-1292
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From the SC District Educator:

Practice
Cooler weather is here and the Holiday season is upon us. Everyone is doing
less riding but this is no time to let your riding skills diminish. It is a proven fact
that our skills diminish over time if not practiced, any and all skills. Ever try to use
some small skill that you haven’t used in a while. I couldn’t remember which way
to turn a bolt that was underneath unseen the other day. That was my comment,
“haven’t been turning wrenches lately and had to stop and think about it.” Well
when riding a motorcycle or trike in traffic with diminished skills it is not a good
time to “stop and think about it”.
Now is a good time to find an empty parking lot and do some practice. You don’t
need a big area, just some space to do some practice maneuvers. There is a
school nearby that has a big lot and one that has a smaller lot. I have used both.
They are deserted on weekends. Even the lower end of big box store lots have
some empty space to do some turns, stops and figure eights.
If you want to practice some and have a good spot, the GWRRA website has
some parking lot practice layouts available to use. On the GWRRA site look
under “Officers – Rider Ed – Shiny Side Up.” There is a PLP Guide, Trike/Sidecar
PLP Guide and Cornering Guide available as well as other practice advice. Cut
some tennis balls in half to use as markers and have some fun.
And with the popularity of the Slingshot have any owners done any parking lot
practice? Remember, it’s not a bike and not a trike so it handles differently. Doing
some trike PLP practice may help.
Remember what the teacher said, “Practice makes perfect” and practice may be
what keeps your driving record perfect!

Richard Kitko
SC District Rider Educator.
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CHAPTER MASCOT “E-Rider” & TROUBLE MAKER “Winger”

PARTICIPATION IS KEY!

See all the FUN you’re missing! Join us this month!
E-Rider & Winger
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Motorist Awareness Program:
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Classified Ads:
One set of tires for 1800 Goldwing $250 or make an offer
Contact Jon Horning 803-924-5243
Located in Prosperity, SC

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2013 with a 2015 Roadsmith conversion
Under 25,000 miles
CB, pinstriped, extra truck space.... Few other extras
With 2 new HJC helmets with new Headsets by Air Rider. (XL and Med)
Asking $28,000.
Contact Pete Wingerter : petej58@hotmail.com
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History of Rock and Roll: Part 10 Sunrise in the South
Bill Haley and the Comets, generally and falsely portrayed as the ones with the
first rock and roll song, were middle-ages greasers. Very popular at first, after a
few concerts here in the States their popularity began to wane. Teens were not
keen on them after seeing them and quit attending their shows, as their on-stage
antics smacked more of vaudeville than high energy and exuberance. Knowing
this, they headed to England where teens had not seen them. Their first show
was a sellout, but at the end of it, it was clear their day was done. Teens wanted
someone younger, more photogenic, and closer to their age. It was
a sad end for them as they had strived for a few years to be
successful, and once there it was taken away from them very fast,
although their music and legacy live on. It was about this time
that someone in Memphis saw this, knew what was going on, and
realized that if he could find a young, handsome white boy who
could sing R&B, he would make a fortune. This someone was Sam
Phillips.
With Haley and his band bringing new excitement to teens, the Freed concerts,
and the teen craziness going on over this new music, he was feeling left out of
the excitement. He had an up-to- date studio, a number of Black artists lining up
to record, and was selling records to the Bihari brothers and Phil and Leonard
Chess in Chicago. But he had let some slip away. Howlin’ Wolf had moved on.
He had been the one who recorded Jackie Brenson’s hit and sent it to the Chess
brothers. He had BB King’s “3 O’Clock Blues” and let the Biharis have it. He
realized it was time he looked out for Sam Phillips.
In February 1952, he went to a label owner named Jim
Bullett for capital. He felt he could succeed but at that
time, people laughed at him for recording Black people,
but he considered them great artists, and never worked
with anyone who had already recorded before he found
them, he told people. But his first record had been “Blues
in My Condition” by Jackie Boy and Little Walter and was
recorded at his studio for the Biharis, so this was a little
bit of a stretch.
Walter Bradford
Phillips named his new record company Sun, and an
old high school buddy created a beautiful label. And
while “Blues in My Condition” had been a failure,
Phillips wasn’t bothered by it. He got back to it with
a sax instrumental by Johnny London and a blues
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_________________________________________________________________________________________

song, “Dreary Nights” by Walter Bradford and the Big City Four. His brother Judd
joined him as promotions director and for three years spent most of his time on the
road and in his car looking for new talent.
Others were doing the same, but the difference was they were already successful
and Sam Phillips was not. He was a great recorder, but couldn’t get it on the radio
or in record stores. Sun was not making it. He knew he had the ear for music,
since he had sold his competitors some of his recordings and kept scouring Beale
Street in Memphis for artists and new music. He needed a break and bad, for his
competition was doing great and he was not, evidenced by New Orleans having new
artists and the rise of Lloyd Price and Fats Domino up the charts.
But Memphis had talent too, Phillips knew it, and was frustrated. Another song he recorded hit big for someone else, and the Biharis decided to work exclusively with Ike Turner. As if that wasn’t enough,
along came Johnny Ace, on Duke Records and “My Song”, the number
two hit at the time.
Johnny Ace

Sam knew he had to do something, as Memphis had too much
talent for him not to do well. Help came in the form of Rufus
Thomas, the dj at WDIA in Memphis. He was a born entertainer
who was a popular dj and had written and recorded his own blues
songs.
Leiber-Stoller
With all this, the biggest song at the time was “Hound Dog” written by Jerry Leiber
and Mike Stoller and sung by Big Mama Thornton. It hit big and others tried to do
it without success. But it was good for parody, so Phillips had Rufus Thomas do
“Bear Cat” as a n answer. It hit and Sun was suddenly known. It hit #3 on the R&B
charts and people started looking for other similar music. It also led to a suit
brought against Sun, making Phillips seem to be big-time. A district court ruled it
an infringement and Sun agreed to pay royalties on “Hound Dog”. But part of the
settlement let Phillips keep “Bear Cat” in print. The songwriters, Leiber and
Stoller, their mothers had to be legal guardians so they could collect royalties, and
when the company that owned the rights finally paid them, the check bounced and
they sued the owner.
Next: Sam stretches out.
Submitted by: Lyle Watson
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Upcoming December Events:
Please Note: Any dates or events are subject to change. For up-to-date info, check the
Chapter E Website Calendar at: SC Chapter-E Calendar

12/01

Event: Holiday Fair 2017. Over 300 crafters & vendors from 15 states in this award winning fair.
Meet 4pm at the main entrance to TD Convention Center, 1 Exposition Dr, Greenville, SC

12/02

Ride: 22nd Annual Gaston Co Toy Run, Meet 9am for breakfast, Hardee’s, 1397 SE Main St., Duncan
Recommended by Jimmy & Susan K - Hopefully Jimmy will lead since they’ve been before.

12/05

Visitors Dinner: Silver Bay Seafood, 916 NE Main Street, Simpsonville

12/10 RSVP & Payment due for Christmas party. No exceptions! Open to anyone, non-members, friends, family!
12/12

Visitors Dinner: Pizza Inn, 2001 Woodruff Rd., Greenville, SC (1 Free Kids Meal with Adult Purchase)

12/15

Event: Decorate & Setup: 4pm Autumn Trace Clubhouse, 202 Saybrook Rd., Simpsonville, SC

12/16

Ride & Visit Ch.O **(DOUBLE POINTS)** Meet 7:30am, Hardee’s, 100 Chevy Drive, Fountain Inn
(Bring a Door Prize to donate if you can)

12/16

Ch.E Christmas Party 6pm *Remember old pictures and gift exchange! Open to anyone - must RSVP
Autumn Trace Clubhouse, 202 Saybrook Rd., Simpsonville, SC 29681

12/17

Ride: To Laurens, Meet 12:00pm at Quick Trip, 200 Harrison Bridge Rd., Simpsonville.
Destination: Honda Powersports, 23165 US-76, Clinton, SC

12/17

Event: Attend the Redneck Christmas Parade, approx 1:30pm, 8685 Indian Mound Rd., Waterloo
Bring a chair and dress warm! Maybe even a thermos of hot chocolate or coffee!

12/19

Visitors Dinner: Denny’s, 2521 Wade Hampton Blvd, Greenville (2 Free Kids Meal w/ Adult Purchase)

12/19

Team & Planning Meeting, After dinner at Denny’s 7:30p: **Major rides placed on 2018 calendar

12/26

Visitors Dinner: Coach House, 637 S. Main St., Simpsonville (1 Free Kids Meal with Adult Purchase)

01/01

Ride: Polar Bear Ride. Details TBA

01/13

Event: ALL Members Forum: Meet 9:45, Newberry Firehouse Conf Ctr., 1227 McKibben St., Newberry

01/27

Event: Ch.J Winterfest: *Optional event* http://www.gwrrasc.com/chapterjweb/index_files/Page1235.htm

02/24

Event: SC Valentine Dinner: Whitmire Community Ctr., 122 Glenn St., Whitmire, SC
Awards for COY, IOY, CHOY, wonderful food and lots of FUN!

Visitors Dinners / Deserts: All are welcome and you can bring friends & family too ! Meet 6:00pm and eat at 6:30pm.
Ch.E RIDES & Events: Everyone is welcome to join us! Two, three or four wheels ok… Any make & model too !!!
**ALL Rides & Events: As we all know, LIFE HAPPENS, and things change. The weather can change quickly, good
or bad. Or maybe an opportunity came up to ride with fellow GWRRA friends, so we changed the plans. Whatever
the case may be, updates will be sent out by email, listed on our Facebook page and our website’s calendar.
Please check them often for ride details or something fun to do with us!

