
 

Greetings Chapter-E! 
February brought with it a wide-variety of weather: Days cold enough for ice and snow, 
and riding days in the 60’s. 
We’re sure everyone is looking forward to warmer riding weather- and will plan to take 
advantage of the opportunities! 
 
February 6th, several of us were able to visit Chapter NC G-2 (joint trip/ride with Chapter-
F).  It was fun to watch the Western NC Plaque Attack in action!    
Group rides included a trip to Elberton, GA and a trip to Lake Lure, NC.  Lots of fun for all 
involved! 

February 8th, our new officers attended a Chapter of the Year 
Seminar in Easley (with Chapter-F).  This was a very informa-
tive seminar, with plenty of information we can use with our 
Chapter this year. 
We visited Chapter-A (Anderson) on February 12th.  Many 

thanks to Peggy Holder and Miriam Hormell for coming along to support their Chapter. 
February was our first opportunity to lead a Chapter Gathering.  Despite being nervous… 
it was a Great Gathering, with many presentations, and plenty of fun, too.  Many thanks 
to each of you for your support! 
 

Jimmy and Susan Kruse 
(Assistant Chapter Directors) 

were presented their Certificates 
and Patches at our February 

Gathering. 
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We would like to  thank Jerry and Teresa Hill (Chapter Rider Educators), as well as John and 
Janet Crabtree (Treasurer) for staying on with us! 
Former Officers (Tim and Miriam Hormell, Peggy Holder) were presented former patches and 
certificates of appreciation at our February Gathering.  We also presented Carl with a certificate 
thanking him for his ride leadership. 
Most of you were given (or read) a Chapter-E “Entertainment Points” sheet. 
Time didn’t allow for much discussion then- so here are a few (brief) particulars.  This is a new 
program that we will be doing to award our Participants for almost anything they do that is 
Chapter or GWRRA Related.  Chapter participation (and Chapter Pride) are the keys to a suc-
cessful program.   
This program will be an HONOR system- and members will fill out “points sheets” at monthly 
gatherings.  More details to follow at our next Chapter Gathering on March 12th. 
In the coming months, we are planning to be attending some additional training classes 
(leadership seminars, and possibly ARC/TRC).   More details to come as those develop. 

At the next (March) Gathering, we will need volunteers to be on the Couple of the Year  Selec-
tion committee.  We ask you to (seriously) consider participating in this committee- especially 
those who have been with the Chapter for a longer time!  The District would like to have our 
Nomination as early as possible. 
We will also be discussing a Chapter Mascot at the next Gathering… and will need a couple of 
people  to work on that as well. 
Volunteers are needed to work several 2 or 4 hour time-slots at the District Rally.  We encour-
age everyone to make time to help our District… and to come enjoy the rally.  The more mem-
bers that participate, the better the Rally will become (this year AND in future years). 
 
 
February 27th was Chapter-E’s chance to host the Plaque Attack.  Chapter-E had an  
EXCELLENT turnout (37 members and two GWRRA members visiting from the UK).  
The raffle was a big success! Congratulations to our District Ambassador (Steve Smith) 
who won the Heated Gear Set.  The Plaque Attack was (according to Assistant Dist. Di-
rector J.W. Worley) the largest turnout we’ve had in recent years- 160 (One Hundred 
SIXTY) members present! 
 
Chapter-H won the Plaque with a total of 7560 points (15 members present).  Congratulations 
Chapter-H! 
 
Chapter-S won Chapter of the Year (at the GOLD level- a real accomplishment)! 

Pete and Angela 
Wingerter were 
presented with 
their Certificate 
and Patches by 
Jean Kitko 
(District MEC) 
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Willis Smith provided an 
excellent routine– with 
plenty of laughs.  Thank 
you!  



 

Jerry Hill (Chapter Rider Educator) made a special presentation at the Plaque Attack, recognizing 
Carl and LaRue Hallman for their many years of support and leadership to Chapter-E.  They have led 
over 75,000 miles of rides over the years- and that’s QUITE an accomplishment.  A plaque… and 
(LONG overdue) Ride Coordinator patches were presented.  Even though they were given “former” 
rockers, we made sure to tell them they were “optional”…   We know everyone is hoping that they “run 
out of thread” before they get that one on! 

 
Chapter -J was nice enough to bring us the Hot Potato at the Plaque Attack.          
 

 
A group of 14 of us got together that afternoon, and visited  Chapter-F.  The little guy on the 
whacky-tractor is now resting safely with Chapter-F.  
 
 

Many thanks to John Crabtree and Bryan Messer for providing the PA systems for the Plaque Attack. 

Many of you have already visited (and joined) our Chapter-E Facebook Page.  If you have not yet joined, you are really missing 
out on current events, memories, stories, news and pictures.  To visit the page, simply type:  “GWRRA SC Chapter E” in the 
search bar… it should bring you right to the page.  ANY Chapter-E Participant can request membership and post.  Come join 
in the fun! 
The Florida District Rally is March 17-19th.  We would like to see if a group of us could go down to participate. 
Please remember those of our Participants who are struggling with health and other personal difficulties.  Let them know that 
they are in our Prayers!  
Thank you to each of you for your Continued Support! 

Working with you- to make our Chapter the BEST it can be: 
-Don and Rhonda Weed 
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From the Chapter Rider Educators: 
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CORNERING IN THE RAIN 
(Traction and Hydroplaning) 

 
There are many variables to take into consideration so there are no set answers, but there are some 'rules of 
thumb' that we can talk about when riding in the rain. 
 
On dry pavement: 

 
 * Your tire traction can handle up to about 1.1 g of acceleration 

 
 * When your tire demands exceed that amount of traction you skid which reduces their ability to handle   
  acceleration by about 25% 

 
On wet (not standing water or with depth less than about 1/4 inch): 

 
* Your tire traction can usually handle up to about .8 g of acceleration 

 
* When your tire demands exceed that amount of traction you skid which reduces their ability to handle 
  acceleration by about HALF 

 
If standing water or depth greater than about 1/4 inch: 

 
* Traction available at speeds less than about 50 MPH remains able to handle about .8 g acceleration 

(though I have low confidence in that number). 
 

* When your tire demands exceed that amount of traction you HYDROPLANE which reduces their ability to 
handle acceleration to essentially ZERO. 

* Hydroplaning is more probable, based on the following - 
* The faster you go 
* The wider your tires 

 
* The lower the air pressure in your tires 

 
* The deeper the water 
* This is true regardless of whether you are accelerating (in a straight line or turning) or not. 

 
It is most likely that your front tire will hydroplane before the rear one does because you ride a single-track vehicle. 

That is, the front tire squeezes most of the water off the roadway by the time the rear tire gets there. But those of 
you who have put an extra wide tire (perhaps even automobile type) on the rear wheel will find that you have 
changed that dynamic. The odds of the rear tire hydroplaning first in that scenario go up dramatically. 

 
One last thought ... water drainage on a freeway (any wide roadway, actually) drains to the right (in the U.S.) and 

that means that the depth of that water is greatest in the SLOWEST LANES. That should suggest that the odds 
of hydroplaning are about equal in every lane (slower movement but greater depth makes the slow lanes as dan-
gerous as the faster lanes.) 

 
Jerry & Teresa Hill 
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CRUISING WITH THE KRUSES 
PALMETTO WINGS PIPELINE PAGE 5 

We are very excited to be Assistant Chapter Directors for 
Chapter E. Being new, we have a lot to learn! In fact, did you 
know GWRRA was founded in 1977? 
GWRRA has been around for nearly 40 years. 
 
 The GWRRA mission of friends for fun, safety, and knowl-
edge definitely rings true for Chapter E.   We are enjoying 
being surrounded by fun and caring folks. 
We look forward to working closely with Chapter Directors 
Don and Rhonda Weed and their team. There are a number of 
exciting activities and gatherings planned. 

If you enjoy laughter, there is sure to be a lot, at the Tuesday Friendship Dinners, as well as the 
monthly meetings at Carolina Fine Foods in Simpsonville. 
 
Help us, by supporting this great Chapter with your attendance and input. 
 
We had an incredible, record turn out for the Plaque Attack on 2/27! It was wonderful how Chapter 
E welcomed the other chapters and everyone pulled together to provide hospitality. We continue to 
look forward to many more adventures with Chapter E.  
 
 
                                                A good time was had by ALL! 



 

From the MEC Corner: 
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Fun February for Chapter E! 
Chapter E hosted The Plaque Attack on 02/27 and it was an awesome turnout. There 
were 160 people with 2 guests from UK Alan & Cheryl Roulston. And the WINNERS were 
CHAPTER H!! Second place was won by Chapter S and third place went to Chapter G. 
Congratulations!! Hope to see you at the next Plaque Attack. 
SPECIAL AWARD** Carl & Larue for Ride Coordinators with 75,000 miles plus. 
THANKS FOR THE RIDES!! 
We have had a change in guard in Chapter E. Many of you already know that Don & 
Rhonda Weed are our new Chapter Directors. The new Assistant Directors are Jimmy & 
Susan Kruse, the new MEC’s are Peter & Angela Wingerter, Treasurers are still John & 
Janet Crabtree, Chapter Rider Educators are Jerry and Teresa Hill.  
Thanks to all, and looking forward to working with the TEAM!! 
We want to send a special Thank-You to our officers who left their positions. They were 
Chapter Directors Keith & Kim Stidham, Assistant Directors Tim & Miriam Hormell, and 
MEC Peggy Holder. Thanks for all your service and hard work!! Looking forward to seeing 
you at Chapter E functions 
We had some yummy dinners at the following locations. 
02/09- Railhouse with 21 members attending hosted by Carl & Larue. 
02/16- Charlie’s BBQ with 17 members and 2 guests attending hosted by Paul 
02/23- Puerto Vallarta Mexican with 18 members attending hosted by Don & Rhonda 
Looking forward to next month’s dinners. Come and Join us for some food and fun!! 
 
We visited a couple of different Chapters this month. 
02/08- Chapter F in Easley for Training class for CHOY 6 members attending 
02/12- Chapter A in Anderson with 4 members attending. 
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Continued MEC Corner: 
PALMETTO WINGS PIPELINE 

 
 
LET’s RIDE!! 
 
02/20- Elberton GA there were 15 people with 6 Bikes and 5 Trikes 
02/28- Lake Lure NC there were 18 people with 8 Bikes and 2 Trikes. 
 
 
Chapter E Regular Meeting:  02/13/16 Carolina Fine Foods 
 
There were 41 people attending with 2 visitors. The visitors were Mary & Haven Wel-
come!! 
Don & Rhonda’s first meeting as Directors, Great Job!! 
Willis did his comedy routine and he left us in stitches. Very funny man. 
Sandra did Anniversaries for couples married over 50 years, Congratulations!!  
Charlie Brown Winner for the month went to Peter!! P.S. Your wife’s name is ANGELA. 
 
****Don’t forget to check your membership card to make sure you are current. 
 
 
That’s All Folks from the MEC CORNER 
Peter & Angela Wingerter 

PAGE 7 



 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
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 BIRTHDAYS: 
 Tom Mcllroy—3/01 
 Cliff Bridges—3/16 
 Jayden Burns– 3/31 
 

      
 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 
 Tom & Ann Mcllroy– 3/12 

 Jimmy & Susan Kruse– 3/18 
 Ken & Cheryl Rader– 3/20 

 Willis & Virginia Smith– 3/21 
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 www.ScChapterE.com 
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Chapter Gathering:  Second Saturday of the 
Month at:  Carolina Fine Foods– 625 SE 
Main Street in Simpsonville, SC 
 5:30pm to Eat  —  6:30pm to Meet 


