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From the Chapter Directors:
Greetings Chapter-E!
We trust that each and every one of you had a Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year!

Assistant Chapter Directors:
Jimmy and Susan Kruse
(864) 561-8939
Membership Enhancement:
Susan Kruse (864) 380-5069
Rhonda Weed (864) 304-1292

Our Chapter-E “buzz-phrase” for 2017 will be: “Embrace Change”. Yes, some of
you probably read that right… and are thinking “yeah right… I don’t think so”.
Before you rush to a conclusion… step back and think about history for a bit. As a
group of people (much like a civilization), we must learn to “Embrace Change” as
time passes. New ideas come about– and what might seem to us like new or
different ways of doing things. In reality, history has taught us that any group
that refuses to accept change is destined to extinction.

Chapter Educators:
Jerry and Teresa Hill
(864) 908-6114
Chapter Treasurer:
John and Janet Crabtree
(864) 483-3530
Public Relations– Info Line:
scchaptere@gmail.com
Ride Coordinators:
Robert Hartzell—Jimmy Kruse
Motorist Awareness Coordinator:
Jimmy Kruse

Though it’s a bit funny to think about– can you imagine what our group would be
like if our ancestors and those who went before us “refused” to embrace “change”?
Imagine our group gathering together at the local pond to have log rolling
sessions… or for those of us who were REALLY adventurous, rolling down a rough
& rutty path on a single-STONE-wheeled contraption of some sort.

Newsletter Editor:
Don Weed
Scrapbook:
Scrapbook TEAM
Goodie (Patch/Pin) Sales:
Susan Kruse
(864) 380-5069
Individual of the Year:
TBA– Jan. 14th

Sometimes– change CAN be good. And sometimes– it’s needed for us to grow.

Couple of the Year:
TBA– Jan. 14th
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Chapter-E Links:

GWRRA Insight Focus

Website

Region-A Newsletter
SC District Newsletter

Facebook Group

Chapter-E meets every second
Saturday of the month. Our
Gatherings are held at:
Quaker Steak and Lube,

Info Line

10 Chrome Dr. in Greenville.

Rider Education

Eat at 1pm, Meet at 2pm.
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Email - Contact Us
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Having considered the choices and comments in the 2017 Participation Survey, and having weighed that
against what the Chapter REALLY needs, there will be some new and exciting CHANGES to embrace in
various areas of the Chapter. Some of you will probably be surprised, as we will be trying to implement
the many of your recommendations. The largest and most exciting change will be our New Meeting
Location at Quaker Steak and Lube, 10 Chrome Drive, Greenville, SC. We will eat at 1pm, Meet at
2pm. Come join us for FUN, Safety and Knowledge!
Our Chapter Christmas Gathering was a great time– and we would like to thank Carl and LaRue
Hallman for their hard work in putting it together. Special thanks also to Peggy Holder and Miriam
Hormell for their assistance with the centerpieces and setup. Your contributions ARE APPRECIATED.
As we move into 2017, we would like to encourage each of you to take this time of “new” things coming
about and make a point to participate as much as you can. Those who participate WILL have fun– and
probably learn a few new things too!
On the topic of “Learning”… someone recently asked us about all of the traveling and training that we’ve
been doing over the last year.

The majority of the travel and training that our Chapter Team has gone through this year was Voluntary
(not required– not even to be a Chapter Officer). We’ve been out there for YOU, learning what’s worked
(and what hasn’t) in many areas, so that we could bring with us some new, exciting and FUN ideas and
activities, and work WITH you to make Chapter-E one of the BEST GWRRA Chapters there is!
Speaking of working WITH you, Chapter-E needs your help! We need several Participants that are
willing to play an active role in Chapter positions. Some of you are worried about having to run all over
the country for training– WORRY NOT. We will find a way to bring what you need TO THE CHAPTER,
if you’re willing to commit just ONE (1) full day of your time (some of us will even be happy to do it a
second time, with you)!
We greatly appreciate the continued support from many of you, and look forward to a GREAT YEAR in
2017!
We would like to extend a SPECIAL welcome to several new Participants in the Chapter.
Tom Plesser and Sheila Haynes recently joined us (and GWRRA), and have been very active in
participating with us over the last month. GREAT to have you folks with us!
We will also have another couple joining in with us (long-time GWRRA members) that many of you
know. Look for them at our January Gathering! Thanks for joining us– we look forward to plenty
of Riding and Fellowship together!
Just a reminder– the Info-Line emails, ride info, and all Chapter (emailed) Announcements will
come directly from one of the two Chapter Email addresses listed below:
scchaptere@gmail.com

or mec4sce@gmail.com

If you have something you would like to see go out, please send it in to one of these addresses.
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Paul Workman was a good
sport about receiving the
“monkey” gift at our Christmas Gathering/Party.
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Our Chapter-E Christmas Gathering on December 10th was a great time– The gift exchange was especially
fun-filled! Many thanks to Carl and LaRue Hallman for their hard work planning the event! And to Kim
Stidham for the wonderful food she catered for us!

We would like to invite EVERYONE to join us for our Weekly
Friendship Dinners (Tuesdays, Meet at 6, eat at 6:30). If you have a
restaurant in mind that you think others might enjoy, why not consider HOSTING one of our Weekly Friendship Dinners? To host,
simply get with Tom Plesser or Sheila Haynes at our next Chapter
Gathering.
Information and Location of Friendship Dinners (and various
Friendship, Fun, and Good
Food at our Friendship
Dinners

planned rides or activities) can be found in the Info-Line emails, on
our Website Calendar, or our Facebook Group Page (as can many
other events, photos, and shared moments of fun).
Please share events, stories or memories that you think others
might enjoy on our Facebook Group Page. This group is visible to
all, and regular Chapter-E Participants may sign up to post.

Veterans Ride and New
Year’s Eve Rides had good
turnouts, despite cooler
temps.

Gathering Location CHANGE:
Our January Gathering will be held January 14th
at Quaker Steak and Lube, 10 Chrome Drive in
Greenville. Eat at 1pm, Meet at 2pm. We hope to
see all of you there!

Working with you- to make our Chapter the
BEST it can be:
-Don and Rhonda Weed, Chapter Directors
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From the Chapter Educators:

2017
Well folks- here it is another year gone and new one beginning!! I hope all had a
good Christmas and hope all had a good year for 2016. Really looking forward to
2017 as I hope, that our country will begin to recover from the last 8 years of
Obama Care. For some of you I know that comment didn’t set to well, for that
I’m truly sorry.
For 2016 it was a year of more rides for the chapter, as well other activities that
all could have participated in, if they so have chosen. I want to say it has been a
pleasure to serve under our current Directors and Asst Directors, as I have seen
more participation out of the membership than I have in quite a while. (My hat
goes off to them), and I know that 2017 will be no different. As 2016 closes out
I know that a lot of you have already put your bikes away for the winter, but to
be honest with you it looks as if Mr. Winter hasn’t made up his mind to blow in
as of yet, and I’m sure when he does it will be a doozie. If you are one of those
individual’s that have already put away your toy, here are few suggestions:










Now is the time to do a complete checkup of bolts, screws, or any that
attaches to something else. (Make sure all are tight).
I personally would change all my fluids and oil, this is so that the old
products would not settle and cause corrosion to those vital parts that
control the bike.
Check all cables for frayed ends, or thinning of the cables, as over time
those cables do begin to wear down from constant use.
Now is a good time to go over the tires with a fine tooth comb, this will
help you to determine if tires are good or need to be replaced.
If mechanically inclined you would want to also check all wiring harness
as well any loose wiring for any damage.
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From the Chapter Educators:









Once I had completed all the necessary checks to ensure that the bike was
ready for winter, then I would completely wash down the bike and air dry
it so that all water content would be removed.
A good wax job also goes a long way in protecting that paint job that is so
expensive.
Last but not the least of those that have been mentioned above, place the
motorcycle on the center stand so that your tires won’t come in contact
with the pavement , as concrete draws compounds out of the tires, this
which in turns causes the tire to dry rot.
Cover the bike so that the elements of wind, rain, or any other foreign
particles would not mess with paint job or other vital parts. This is even
if you have the bike in a closed building or garage.

I hope these few rules of maintaining a healthy motorcycle will help in the
upcoming days of winter. As 2017 begins here in few days of this newsletter I
hope and pray that it will be a great year for more riding and more fun activities
during our regular outings and chapter meetings.
Remember to ride your ride, be aware of all your surroundings, and always
remember to look out for your fellow riders. Ride safe until the next time we
meet.

Jerry and Teresa Hill– Your Chapter Educators
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CRUISING WITH THE KRUSES
HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!!
We hope 2017 brings each of you great joy,
health and is filled with lots of fun!
December was filled with a number of
opportunities to help others. On December 3rd
we rode to Gastonia and participated in the 21st
annual Gaston County Toy Run. The 6 stops
throughout the day provided lots of joy, gifts and
fellowship for many deserving children and their
families. Close to 1400 motorcycles rode with a
police escort through the area. Seeing the
children receiving toys, coats and shoes was truly
a gift to each of us who witnessed the event.
A toy run benefiting the Julie Valentine Center was held on December 4th .
Jimmy rode in the pouring rain with about 50 other bikes to provide toys for
children.
The Christmas party on December 10th was a lot of fun. Gifts were stolen and
many laughs were had for Chapter-E. Thank you to all who set up the party,
participated and stayed to clean up.
The Veterans Ride on December 11th was a
heartfelt journey for many. Bikes filled with
gifts were delivered and honor was given to
those who have served our country.
With the new year, please consider how you
can help and support Chapter-E.

-Jimmy and Susan Kruse
Assistant Chapter Directors
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From the MEC Corner:
Its ALL about the FUN!!!
Our Chapter started the month of December with a toy run in Gaston, NC. For those who attended this year, it was very
touching to be able to see the actual kids who received the toys donated.
The next weekend was our Chapter’s monthly Gathering and Annual Christmas Party. A special thank you to our very own
Kim Stidham for catering, and the food was great as always. Thank you to Carl, Larue, Peggy and Miriam for the decorating
and the behind the scenes work. We did miss several attendees this year, due to trips visiting family, office parties and
health issues. Even though it was a smaller bunch, we still had a wonderful time, and especially enjoyed the stealing of
each other’s gifts.
The following day was our annual ride to take donations to the Vets at the Dorn VA Hospital. This was also the original
date for the Simpsonville Parade which we normally participate in. Due to the bad weather that was expected, this was
postponed until the following weekend. Due to conflicts with other events, our Chapter was not able to
participate this year.
Our Team & Planning Meeting was small, but we did manage to get a good bit done. We discussed our next COY & IOY,
upcoming ride destinations, and of course future charities to donate to. This will be discussed again in our January
Team & Planning Meeting.
Four of us attended the MAA meeting and Christmas Party afterwards. We were thanked by the officers of MAA for our
support this year, and encouraged to continue with our help in the GWRRA and surrounding communities.
We ended our year the same way we began it, with a ride of course! We enjoyed a two hour ride on back roads from
Fountain Inn to Gaffney. We stopped at Harold’s Restaurant, a little dinner that has been featured on the Food Network
and on SC Educational Television, and listed as Guy Feiri’s favorite location to eat. Needless to say, the food was
awesome! The ride back to Greenville was nice as we always enjoy Hwy11. We stopped for coffee at the Spinx (at 14),
and even though we were chilled, we were already discussing where to ride to next week!

What to expect in 2017:
-Rides nearly every weekend, pending weather of course
-A large variety of fun events on our calendar, to include everyone
-Lots of Chapter visitations in GA, SC, NC, TN & include their rides / events
-Events to recruit new participants and help our Chapter to GROW
-Events to raise Motorcyclist Awareness in surrounding communities
-More participation in our SC Rally with the different contests offered
-FUN at our monthly gatherings
As always, we welcome your thoughts, ideas and suggestions. So please join us, your Chapter MEC’s, at our upcoming
Team & Planning meeting this month (see details for the 10th on Page-13).
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From the MEC Corner:
SC Chapter-E Calendar
We welcome all to join us for any of our events, rides or dinners. Any make & model, two, three,
and four wheels may come. Bring friends too. You just might have a good time! As you know, things change,
sometimes last minute either due to weather, or another event, or someone had a better idea than I did when I
listed our “Upcoming Events” in this newsletter. For up to date info, please visit our website’s calendar to see
what we are doing. SC Chapter-E Calendar

GWRRA Membership Renewal Reminders for January:
Pat & Kitty Toth
Frank & Barbara Gerdin
Ronald & Phyllis Marchessault
Please remember to check your Membership Card for your Anniversary Date –
and make sure your membership is current!

-

Susan Kruse & Rhonda Weed
Membership Enhancement Coordinators
”We’re all about the FUN”!
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2017 Charities

To be discussed at our Team & Planning Meeting on Tuesday, January 10th.

*******************************************************************

Goodie Store:
Lost or misplaced any pins or patches?
Interested in what's new in GWRRA pins, patches and rockers?
Check out what's in the Goodie Store. The selection on hand is brought to each meeting.
New items on display at this month’s gathering, so be sure to check them out!

Want something sooner ? Call Susan Kruse at: 864-380-5069
Note: Rider Level Patches are on hand, but must be verified/presented by our
Chapter Educator (Jerry Hill).
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E-Rider’s (December) Bucket List Trip with John and Janet Crabtree:

At our Tuesday gathering on November 29th I found out I was going to
go on a trip with John & Janet on their Bucket List Trip to Key West, FL.
It was to be a whirlwind trip with stops along the Atlantic coast. I couldn’t wait. It would be fun in the sun. Let’s roll. Then the truth came out.
While they were sitting up front CONVERTILING to Florida, I was told
that I would have to sit in the trunk with the luggage. It was for my own
good they told me. They wouldn’t want me to fly out of the car and get
run over. Have they ever heard of doggy seatbelts? How humiliating.
If only I could reach the trunk release!
I was finally let out when we reached Daytona Beach. I got to stretch
out and relax looking at the Atlantic from our room. It was very
pleasant. We made a side trip to see the Stetson Mansion in Deland
and a trip to Longwood to visit with John’s sister Karen.

I got to do a little sightseeing, too. Here I am at the Ponce DeLeon
Lighthouse just south of Daytona Beach. It is the second tallest lighthouse on the east coast. I wanted to climb up to the top, but Mr. Smarty
Pants didn’t want to. It’s only 203 steps. After our outing to the Lighthouse it was time to move on to the Keys. Our first stop was Key Largo.

Here I am looking out at Blackwater Sound from our Room at the Hilton
Key Largo Resort. It was so calm and serene, I didn’t want to leave.
Janet said she could stay here a few more days, too. But after a lovely
breakfast, it was back in the trunk for the trip to Key West. Where the
heck is that trunk release?
We finally reached Key West and I got to go with John & Janet on a
tour of the town. Here I am at the southern most point of US Highway 1. It’s a long way to the other end. 2369 miles to Fort Kent, ME.
I am not riding in the trunk for that trip. Another famous landmark
is the southernmost point in the USA. It’s only 90 miles to Cuba
from here. I wanted to swim over but, again, Mr. Smarty Pants said
NO WAY JOSE. He’s not exactly a Spanish translator. So, we had to
get rolling again and start heading north, back in the trunk and back
to the Mainland.
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E-Rider’s (December) Bucket List Trip with John and Janet Crabtree:

Our next stop was Miami Beach. Oh Yeah. Here I am looking out at the Atlantic and the pool and courtyard at the
Hilton Cabana Hotel. THEY got to go on a tour of Miami including a trip to Little Havana, where they dined on
Empanadas and Cuban Coffee. They also went on a boat tour of Miami Harbor and got to check out where the really
rich and famous live. I got to stay in the room and tried to make friends with the maid. What happens in Miami stays
in Miami.

Our final leg of the trip (in the trunk) was a drive to Jacksonville. I guess Smarty Pants didn’t want to drive all the way
back home from Miami. We did stop in Palm Coast to have lunch with John’s sister, Pam. Nice visit at the Ruby
Tuesday.
So I got to see some stuff and spent time with my friends John & Janet (even though I did spend a lot of time in the
trunk). Who wants to take me on a special trip next? I’m always ready to go. Just call me!

Love you, mean it.

-E-Rider (Crabtree) Kruse, Chapter-E Mascot
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Motorist Awareness:
Did you know that YOU are our Chapter’s BEST
outreach for Motorist Awareness?
First-hand exposure helps other motorists remember that they are not the only ones on
the road today– and reminds them to stay alert and watch for motorcycles (and other
smaller vehicles). No special training is required… your part may be as simple as wearing
a shirt, posting a sign, handing out a flyer, or as involved as presenting a Motorist
Awareness Seminar to a Driver’s Ed class. The choice is yours– but keep in mind, the life
that your efforts saves may be yours… or someone dear to you!
We have some MAA (not GWRRA) signs, bumper stickers , license plates and stickers to
get the word out. Please let us know if you would like to place a sign in your yard or want
any of the items. If you have a yard sign, bumper sticker, or other Motorist Awareness item
you are displaying, please let Jimmy know, as we track our Chapter’s efforts and report
them Quarterly (and also receive credit for Chapter of the Year).

If you are interested in assisting, or working with our
Chapter Team, please contact our Motorist Awareness
Coordinator:

Jimmy Kruse (864) 561-8939
Remember to LOOK TWICE– Save a Life!
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Upcoming Events:
Please Note: Any dates or events are subject to change. For up-to-date info, check our Chapter
Website Calendar at: SC Chapter-E Calendar
JANUARY:
3rd

Friendship Dinner: Chin-Chin, 1099 E. Butler Rd, Mauldin SC 29662 (Host - Tom Plesser)

7th

Event: Coffee Underground Alchemy Comedy Theater, 1 E Coffee St., Greenville, SC 29601
Meet at 7:00pm - Improv All-Stars, a show that's fit for the whole family. Cost is $10 per person.

10th

Friendship Dinner: K&W Cafeteria, 180 Halton Rd, Greenville, SC 29607 (Host E-Rider Kruse)
Events and Team Meeting: 7:30pm (Directly after our dinner) This is an open meeting for officers,
staff, and anyone that would like to participate in planning for our upcoming year.

14th

Gathering: NEW LOCATION & TIME
QUAKER STEAK & LUBE, 10 Chrome Drive, Greenville, SC 29615.
Eat at 1pm, Meet at 2pm. Bike / Trike parking directly behind the restaurant.
>> 2017 Couple of the Year (AND) Individual of the Year Announcement <<

15th

Motorcycle Awareness: Motorcycle Awareness Alliance of Anderson. Meet there at 12pm.
Sunset Grill, 1903 Hwy 29, Anderson SC.

17th

Friendship Dinner: Location TBD*.

21st

SC District Officer’s Conference Open for all members of GWRRA to attend. Arrive by 8:45 am.
Lake Murray Community Center, 1003 St. Peter’s Rd, Lexington, SC 29072.

24th

Friendship Dinner: Location TBD*.

31st

Friendship Dinner: Location TBD*.

Friendship Dinners: We meet at 6:00pm and sit to eat at 6:30pm. All are welcome!
Dinners listed TBD are because the sign-up for them will be done during our monthly gathering.
Please see Tom Plesser or Shelia Haynes if you can host one of our upcoming Friendship Dinners.

Ch.E RIDES & Events: All are welcome! Two, three or four wheels ok… Any make & model !!!
Winter Rides & Events: As we all know, the weather can change quickly, good or bad. Updates
will be sent out by email, listed on our Facebook page and our website’s calendar. Please
check them often for ride details or something fun to do with our fellow friends!

Contact Rhonda Weed if you have any events that you feel should be added to the calendar.
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Birthdays and Anniversaries
BIRTHDAYS:

1st - Carsyn Taylor
1st -

Jerry Hill

14th - Michael Kresh
17th - Miriam Hormell
26th - Anne Cobbertt

ANNIVERSARIES:

13th -

Charles & Anne Cobbertt

GWRRA ANNIVERSARIES:
Dave Blair
Peggy Holder
Frank & Polly Wells
Jim Davis

01/30/2002
01/30/2008
01/11/2009
01/22/2014

(14 Years)
( 9 Years)
( 8 Years)
( 3 Years)
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Chapter-E Classifieds:

WANTED ITEMS:
If you have something motorcycle related that you are looking for, please feel free to drop us an email to place a classified
add. Adds, and any images should be emailed to: scchaptere@gmail.com

__________________________________________________
FOR SALE ITEMS:
2000 Holiday Rambler Endeavor Motorhome, 36’ with one slide out, 27,000 miles, V-10 Triton Engine, Good Condition.
$23,000.00. Contact Paul Workman (864) 991-6969
White 2006 1800 Gold Wing with 39,000 miles. Also White Escapade trailer with Chrome wheels & cooler rack and
cooler. Some amenities are: Kuryakyn Front Wheel cover with Ring of Fire, F4 Windshield with vent, Baker Bilt Air wings,
Front Fog lights, Kuryakyn Floorboards with Heel-Toe Shifter, Driver foot pegs, Heated Kuryakyn hand grips, Passenger
Transformer boards, Kuryakyn passenger arm rests, Driver & passenger cup holders, Kuryakyn luggage rack, Trailer hitch,
Ultimate leather seats, Kuryakyn trunk & saddle bag Light kit, Trunk handle, Chrome tag light cover, Lighted mud flap, Other
chrome pieces, CB, Stock Navigation System. Always kept in shop. ASKING: $16,500.00 for Motorcycle and $2,500.00 for
Trailer. OR Best Offer. Contact Charles Coleman on Betty’s FB messenger or Call him – A lot of you have his phone #.

2005 GL 1800 Gold Wing with 2008 Champion trike kit, EZ steer option, wood burl dash,
passenger armrests, driver's backrest, amber ring of fire, chrome cowl, trailer hitch, air brushed eagles
on fenders, lots of extras, 94,600 miles asking $15,500 or reasonable offer. 803-425-7833 or
phillip.stone65@yahoo.com.
Used Diamond Seat for GL1800 (unheated), needs to be recovered. Has driver backrest and passenger back rest. ($100).
Full waterproof seat cover for GL1800 seat. Covers driver back rest as well ($50) . Contact Carl Hallman (864) 254-9465

1999 GL1500-SE, Very nice bike with many extras. 86,000 Miles, $7000 OBO. Contact Becky Landreth for
information or to see the bike: 864-884-2124

www.ScChapterE.com
ScChapterE@gmail.com

Chapter Gathering: Second Saturday of the
Month at: Quaker Steak and Lube10 Chrome Dr. in Greenville, SC.
Eat at 1pm, Meet at 2pm. Come join us!

